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common  Foa  the  lease  of  tie 

LIAOTUNG  rSiilllo’JLi. 

Signod  at  Poking  Inarch  27,  1898, 

•ila  Iiajosty  tlio  Emperor  ond  Autocrat  of  all  tho  Hussies,  and  His  Ilajosty 
tho  Emporor  of  China,  being  desirous  of  still  further  strengthening  tho 
friondly  rolations  existing  botwoon  tlio  two  Empires  and  mutually  wishing 
to  insure  tho  moans  v/horoby  to  show  reciprocal  support,  havo  appointed  us 
thoir  Plonipotontiarios,  for  tho  purposo  of  arrivinc  at  an  agrowmont  on  this 
matt  or  i 

His  Iiajosty  tho  Emporor  of  Hussia-ii,  Aloxandor  Pavlow,  Gontloman  of  tlio 
Court,  and  His  ilajosty's  Charg6  d'affaires  accroditod  to  tho  Govomraont  of 
H.ii.  tho  Emporor  of  China; 

His  iiajosty  tho  Emporor  of  China  —Count  Li,  Chancollor,  ilombor  of  tho 
Liinistry  of  Foroign  .»ffairs,  and  Son^.or  Frocoptor  of  tho  Hoir  to  tho  Tlirona, 
and  Chang,  Assistant  iainist or  of  Finance,  and  liombor  of  tho  liinistry  of 
Foreign  ..f  fairs,  with  Ministerial  rank, 

Tho  abovo-uomod  Plonipotontiarios,  furnishod  v/ith  duo  powers,  havo  decided 
upon  tho  following  stipulations* 

Art,  I,— For  tho  purposo  of  ensuring  that  tho  Hu3sian  naval  forcos  shall 
possoss  an  ontifoly  socuro  baso  on  tho  littoral  of  northorn  China,  l!,Lli  tho 
Emporor  of  China  agroos  to  placo  at  tho  disposal  of  tho  Hussion  Govornuont, 
on  loaso,  tho  Ports  Arthur  (Liou-ohounkov/)  and  Ta~ lion-wan,  togethor  v/ith  tho 
wator  aroas  contiguous  to  tho3o  ports.  This  act  of  loaso,  hor/evor,  in  no 
way  violates  tho  sovereign  rights  of  H,L,  tho  Emporor  of  China  to  tho  abovo- 
montionod  torritory. 

Art,  II. —The  frontior  of  tho  torritory  loosed  on  tho  abovo-spocificd 
basis,  will  oxtond  northwards  from  tho  Bay  of  Ta-li on- wan  for  such 
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diatonoo  as  is  ncooaaary  to  aoouro  tho  propor  dofonco  of  this  aroa  on  the 
land  sido.  'Xho  prociao  liuo  of,  dcnaroutiou  und  othor  dcrtaila  rospootinfi 

4 

tho  stipulations  of  tho  present  2ouvoution  will  bo  determined  by  a  aopurato 
Protocol  which  aholl  bo  conclulod  at  St,  Pottrsburc  with  tho  diEnitury 
Si o i~t s in-oh ' one  iur-odiatoly  aftor  tho  sienaturo  of  the  proaont  Convention. 
Upon  tho  dotoraination  of  this  lino  of  douarcation,  tho  Ruaaian  Govornuout 
will  entor  into  complete  and  cxcludivo  enjoyment  of  tho  wholo  aroa  of  tho 
loasod  torritory  toEothor  with  tho  w*tor  arena  oonticuoua  to  it. 

Art*  III.—Bho  torn  of  tho  loaao  shall  bo  twenty-fivo  yoara  fron  tho 
dato  of  tho  sienaturo  of  tho  prosont  aErooucnt  and  uay  bo  prolonged 
subsoquontly  by  uutual  consort  of  both  Govoruoonta. 

Art.  17  .—Dari  \~  ho  abovo-opocifiod  period,  on  tho  torritory  loasod  by 
tho  Ruaaiun  Oovurnuont  and  ita  adjacent  v/ator  aroa,  tho  ontiro  ailjLtary  owim 
ptlof  the  land  and  naval  forcoo  and  orally  tho  ouproao  divil  adniuiatsation 
will  bo  ontirely  civon  ovor  to  tho  Russian  authcritioc  and  will  bo 
oonoontratod  in  tho  handa  of  ono  poraon  who  howovor  shall  not  havo  tho 
titi6  of  Govomor-Gonorol •  Ho  Chiuoao  military  land  forcoa 

whataoovor  will  be  ollowod  m  tho  torritory  spocifiod.  Chinoao  inhabitants 
retain  'the  rieht,  os  thoy  uay  dcsiro,  oiW  to  remove  boyoud  tho  liuito 
of  tho  torritory  loasod  by  Russia  or  to  ruain  within  such  liuito  without 
restriction  on  tho  pdrt  of  the  Russian  authorities.  In  tho  ovont  of  a 
Chinoso  subjoot  couuittine  any  crino  within  tho  liuits  of  tho  loasod  •  *  / 

torritory,  tho  off ondor  will  bo  haudod  over  to  tho  nearest  Chinese 
authorities  for  trial  and  punishment  in  accordance  with  Chinoao  laws, 

OB  laid  down  in  Article  VIII  of  tho  Treaty  of  Pokinc  of  1860. 
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■A  noutral  zono  shall  be  established  north  of  tho  abovo-spocifiod 


fronrtior  of  tho  loasod  torritory.  Tho  frontiors  of  this1 zono  will  b^  fixod 
by  tho  dignitary  Siou-tzin-cii'ong  and  tho  Ministry  of  Foroign  ..f  fairs  in  St. 
Petersburg,  ./ithin  this  cpocified  noutral  zono  tho  civil  administration 
will  bo  ontiroly  in  tho  hands  of  tho  Chinese  authorities f  Chinoso  troops  wlj.1 
bo  admittod  within  this  zono  only  with  tho  consent  of  Russian  authorities. 

art.  "VI .--Both  tho  Govommonts  agroo  that  Fort  Arthur*  as  an  exclusively 
military  (  naval)  port*  shall  bo  used  solely  by  Russian  and  Chinese  vossols 
and  shall  bo  considoroa  as  a  closed  port  to  wardships  and  merchant  vossols 
of  othor  Statos.  ,is  regards  Ta-lion-w..n,  this  port*  with  tho  excoption  of 
ono  of  tho  inner  bays,  which,  liko  port  .irthur,  shall  bo  sot  apart  exclusively 
for  tho  us o  of  tho  Russian  and  Chinoso  fleets,  shall  bo  considorod  opon  to 


foroign  oommorco  and  frou  outry  to  it  will  bo  granted  to  tho  merchant  vossols 


•art*  VII.— Tho  Russian  Govornmont  takes  upon  itsolf  at  its  own  expense  and 
with  its  own  resources  to  orcct  all  buildings  nocessary  for  its  floot  and 


land  fore  os  on  tho  area  liosod-to  it  and  esposiolly  in  tho  ports  Arthur  and 


Ta-liei>-i/an,  to  er-ct  fortifications,  maintain  garrisons  in  thorn  and  generally 
to  tako  all  nocossary  stops  for  tho  propor  defence  of  tho  spocificd  locality 


from  hostilo  attaok.  Similarl; 


tho  Russian  Government  binds  itsolf  at  its  own 


axponso  to  oroct  and  maintain  light-house  and  othor  procautionary  signs 
roquisits  for  tho  socurity  of  navigation. 

.jrt.  VIII.— Tho  Chinoso  Govornmont  ogroos  that  tho  concessions  grantod  by 
it  in  1896  to  tho  Chinoso  2astorn  Railway  Company,  from  tho  dato  of  tho 
signaturo  of  tho  prooont  agrocaont  shall  bo  axtondod  to  tho  connocting 
branch  wbich  is  to  bo  built  from  ono  of  tho  stations  of  tho  main  lino  to 


Ta-li on-wan 
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main  lino  to  anothor  raoro 


convonioirt  point  on  tho  littoral  of  tho  Liaotung  roninfluia  duvwoou  * 
town  of  Intzll  and  tho  ostuary  of  tho  River  Yalu#  iill  tho  stipulation® 
of  tho  contract  conoludod  by  tho  Chinoso  Govonanont  with  tho  Russo-Chincso 
Bank  on  .aigust  27  (Soptoubor  8),  1695,  shall  apply  scrupulously  to  thoso 
supplementary  bronchos#  Tho  direction  and  points  through  which  tho  above— 
montionod  linos  shall  pass  will  bo  detonninod  upon  ty  tho  disnitary  Siou- 


havo  boon  found  to  bo  in  agro-moat,  tho  Russian  text  shall  bo  that  usod 
for  tho  interpretation  of  tho  Convention# 

Done  in  duplicato  at  Poking,  this  15th  day  of  Parch  (March  27),  1896, and 

* 

by  tho  Chinoso  oalondor  tho  6th  day  of  tho  3rd  moon  of  tho  24th  year  of  tho 
reign  of  Kuang-HsU 


(Soal)  (Signod)  .i.  F-.VLOJ 
(Soal)  (Signod)  LI.-CHUIQ 
(Soal  of  tho  Tsung-li-yamon) 
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